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by a fresh spasm of weeping, but calmly ordered the
sum to be paid. While Francis lived, she had been
utterly intolerant of his private life, but now her pettiness
vanished, and she gallantly performed this most painful
duty.
As long as she lived, Maria Theresa was profoundly
grieved and worried because her husband had died
without confessing to a priest and without receiving
absolution. For though she idealised him fanatically
after his death, she must have been honest enough to
remember that from her point of view he had sinned.
Francis himself left 10,000 florins to be paid for Masses
which were to be said for his soul.
When she was an old woman, Wraxall reports:
" She never failed on the eighteenth day of every month
to repair very early in the morning to the vault of the
Capuchins in Vienna, where her husband's remains were
deposited. Even in the winter, she was there before
the dawn, notwithstanding the rigour of the season, and
her many infirmities. The vault was lighted up, while
on her knees she poured out supplications for the repose
of his soul."
Before she had left Innsbruck after Francis's death,
Maria Theresa had written to Kaunitz assuring him
that he was becoming more indispensable than ever.
** I count upon you, and will do nothing without asking
your advice/' she had written. " I can trust you with
the interests of my family as confidently as with affairs
of State," As soon as she returned to Vienna, further-
more, she had appointed Joseph, now the Holy Roman
Emperor, as her co-Regent in the Habsburg dynasty.
With Kaunitz's help, so the Empress felt sure, Joseph
could perform his new duties efficiently, so that she
herself would be freer to abandon herself to her grief.

